Abstract-This study aims at investigating Iraqi EFL college learners' attitudes toward using cooperative Learning approach on developing reading comprehension skill. The study is restricted to third-year college students of the English language in Misan Governorate during the second term of the academic year 2015-2016. The number of the whole population is (200) which is distributed into two types: pilot and main. The sample of the study consists of 40 students. To achieve the aim of the study, students' questionnaire consisting of (46) 
The present study aims at: Investigating Iraqi EFL college students' attitude towards using cooperative learning approach in developing reading comprehension skill.
C. Values
The study can be useful in: a-exploring learners' attitudes toward the use of cooperative learning approach on developing reading comprehension skill.
b-shedding light on the students' perceptions of the influence of such using cooperative learning approach on improving their language proficiency, in general, and on their reading comprehension, in particular.
c-giving insights to college instructors to use cooperative learning approach in teaching different courses.
D. Limits
This study is limited to 1-University third year students at the Department of English during the academic year, 2015-2016 in Misan Governorate.
E. Definitions of Basic Terms

Cooperative learning
Cooperative learning is group learning activity organized so that learning is dependent on the socially structured exchange of information between learners in groups and in which each learner is held accountable for his or her own learning and is motivated to increase the learning of others" (Olsen and Kagan, 1992 ,p.8, as cited in Richards and Rodgers, 2001 ). Grellet (1981, p. 3) defines RC as the extracting of the required information from a written text as efficiently as possible.
Reading Comprehension (RC)
II. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
What is meant by Cooperative Learning Approach (CLA)? Slavin (1995) mentions that Cooperative learning is an instructional program in which students work in small groups to help one another master academic content."
Similarly , Johnson, et al.(2000,p.99) state that cooperative learning is the instructional use of small groups so that students work together to maximize their own and each other's learning.
Generally speaking, cooperative learning approach defined as "better relationships among students, higher levels of self-esteem, acceptance of mainstreamed students, enhanced communication skills, growth in ability to work cooperatively, greater cooperation among students from different ethnic backgrounds, and improved attitudes towards school" (Maltby, Gage & Berliner, 1995, p.415). To sum up, Kagan (1989, p.12-15) states that in cooperative learning the teacher designs the social interaction structures as well as learning activities.
Principles and models of Cooperative Learning Method:
Cooperative Learning according to (Kagan ,2011 
The Importance of Cooperative Learning (CL):
Cooperative Learning method should be useful in many ways such as: 1. The students get excited about learning. 2. Knowledge is obtained from the student rather than solely from the teacher. 3. Fosters positive attitude in the students, such as cooperation, tolerance. 4. Trains students to express or convey ideas. 5. CL also provides formative feedback. As to the social relationships between students, CL develops social and group skills which are necessary for success outside the classroom for their own life. Finally, it promotes positive interaction between members of different cultural and socio-economic groups (Mills, 1996) .
6. It promotes high levels of achievement, especially in children who have not traditionally done well in school (Sharan, 1980 
III. METHODOLOGY
A. Population and Sample
The sample of this study includes 40 third -year college students of the English language in Misan Governorate. The total number of the College students' population is 206 distributed among male and female students.
B. Instruments
In order to gain information about the EFL college students' attitudes toward using cooperative learning approach in developing reading comprehension skill in Misan, a questionnaire has been constructed to be the main instrument used.
Face Validity
Ebel (1972, p.78) claims that face validity is secured if the items appear to be measuring what is intended to be measured. a questionnaire has been exposed to a number of specialists in the fields of linguistics and methodology of teaching EFL as shown in table (2) below: 2. Pilot Administration After ensuring the validity of the questionnaire, a pilot version is administered to a sample of (20) College students who are taken from Colleges of Basic Education at University of Misan. Regarding the time allotted for answering the items, it has been found that students need 40 minutes to respond to the questionnaire items.
Reliability
Reliability refers to how consistent evaluation results are from one measurement to another (Grolund, 1976, p.102).
Scoring Scheme
Accurate scoring procedures should be adopted in order to get proper results to ensure objectivity and reliability (Harrocks & Schannover, 1968, p.76) .
In order to achieve aim of the study, the questionnaire is intended to be answered according to a three points scale (always, sometimes, never) .The marks are assigned as follows: always 3, sometimes 2, never 1 as shown in 
IV. RESULTS, CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Results Related to the First Aim
In order to achieve the first aim to identify and classify effect of using cooperative learning approach in English language classroom. The descriptive statistics of participants' performance on post-test were shown in table 3. As Table 1 shows, the overall mean score for students is 124.30and SD is 50.241.The descriptive statistics show that using cooperative learning approach has outperformed for the students.
B. Conclusion
Conclusion remarks can be clearly pointed out as follows: 1. Items number (1, 32) which refer to (Cooperative learning helps everyone reach the goal equally) from cooperative learning and (Reading in English is difficult for me) form Reading comprehension. Gain the low effectiveness. They got a weighted mean 56% and 40%. The Students show enthusiasm towards cooperative learning as it liberates them from the instructor's control and gives them a chance to teach each other, which is an interesting job for them.
C. Recommendations
1. New methods of teaching reading comprehension as cooperative learning must be applied in our classrooms. 2. Teachers of English in the secondary schools as well as instructors of reading comprehension in colleges should be trained on using new techniques for teaching reading comprehension.
